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us, at the general Seſſions held for that place; where many of us were fi- 
ned, and eleven priſoned, and yet not any law could be read unto us that 
we had broken. But to lay open ſome more of the moſt inhumane dea- 
lings of him called Mayor, with the reſt of the perſecut ing Magiſtrates 
againſt us. | 


Friends, having ſuffered much by the rude multitude, and enduring all 


patiently, at laſt they grew aſhamed and confounded, and then the 
re more quiet, and friends met peaceably twice or thrice a week, ſo 
- $4 the ignorant began to be convinced, and the gain - ſayers mouths 


ſtopped, and mach-people received the truth in love, whereby the mee · 


ting were ncreaſed, and the 1 mouths ſteꝑped, and the work 
ofthe Lord begun to proſper. hus we continued a certain ſpace, day by 
day, in peace; and then there aroſe up a new Mayor, who knew not the 
righreous ſeed, as there aroſc up a new King in Egypt, Exod, 1. and he 
ſaw the people of God a was vexed at it, asthe world was 
alwayes vexed at the encteaſe of the Righteous Seed. So that Mayor 
(Edward Young ) ſaid, he would break our Mecti ngs. or elſe bu bones ſhould 
lye in the dirt; the which he did. Upon the 14. day of the 8. month, being 


the firſt day of the week, friends met in a houſe: and as two friends of the 


Town were going ts the e Mayor laid hands on them, and 
put them in priſon. And in che latter part of the day, friends met in the 
ſtreet, where they were peaceably without any diſturbance, unrill the 
Mayor came with Officers, and ſaid, it was an unlamfull aſſembly; and ſaid, 


if there were above eight perſons met together, it was an unlawfull * x 
=p 4 kickt 


and preſently laid hands on Friends, and pulled; N thru, 
many, and put many run! ry and into the s, ind; put me and 
two more into the. Dun and when he ſaw that Friends were not a- 


as done, he commanded hib Sergeant to 


or he had impriſoned men iu four ſeveral; pla- 
te ctor, 


ſaw ons of che Lon going along to ee thes we had rhef 
| yon; and ſo I be; 


in the Dungeon; as once before I-was put in for praying, then ea 


voured to keep all people from me, and for le weral dayes and nights we 
were, denyed haying candles in chis dark Dungeon: At laſt be ſent us 


each man a penyworth of bread, and a half peny worth of beerę, the 
whichrhe Goaler ſaid was che Towns allowance, but;we ſtil denyad it, & 
ſcar hin word Thut if we ſhould not have fond. an gur money, e am. t 
Friend then we would ib nmtbout it. So at laſt when we could have bread... ,; 
from out friends, an Mater when we could havs it, then we did car and 


ax inꝭ and praiſe the Lord. 
| Thus 
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Thus he much endeavoured to bring us to flavery to his corrupt will, 
Whieh was according to the words of Robert Athins, that ſate Ju t at the 
Seſſions, who then ſaid to me thus, You haue been kept very 15 wut I ſnal 
take a courſe ere I go hence, that you ſhall be kept ſhorter. And the Mayor, 
Edward Young, cauſed a Trap-Doorto be made tothe Dyunged#,and lock- 
ed down, and all our bedding and bedr cloaths that Friends had ſent nz, 
he cauſed to be taken away trom us, and will nor let our Friends have 
them again. Ioſhua Frenſom, a friend and priſoner, having much pain 
with his teeth, did lomthing earneſcly deſire, chat whiPſr he was a priſo- 
ner, he might have the uſe of a pillow that wastaken away, which was 
his own, but it was denyed, On the ſecond day after we were pur” in the 
. a Friend brought us ſome Straw to ly upon, but the Goaler 
would not ſuffer it to be brought into us, becauſe they would not give 
him mony for to open the door. Once I ſent to the Mayorto have liber- 
ty for ſome man or friend to feteh out our Dung from us, and he denyed 
it, and ſent for a Conſtable to put that Friend in the Stocks that came to 
ask it. And while I was in the other priſon, before I was put in the Dun- 


geon, ſomtimes our books and wrir ings were taken from us, and ſom· 


times our ſtools that we had to fit or write upon, and our candles, be- 
fides much abuſe which our friends received from the Goaler, who were 
priſoners at his houſe, which I ſhall forbear to mention, only thus he 
laid unto them, if they wouldnot pay 4. d. a night for each mans lod- 
ging, and 8. d. a Meal for each mans meat, then they ſhould go all to 
the main Goal, which they refuſing to ſatisfie his will in, neither did they 
cat of his dyet, being all Townſmen; bur ſometime he would not fuffer 
their wives nor other friends, to come to them to bring their dyet, nor yet 


to come in to them. Then a man got leave of him that dwelr next houſe 


to the Goaler, and ſo went through his houſe and brought food ro the 
pr iſoners, which when the Goaler ſaw, he threatned the man which had 
ſuffered chem to go through his houle, and took the beer from them that 
brought it to the priſoners, intending by ſuch actions to force them to 
his will, which they would not be ſubject tc; therefore he brought them 


all to the Main- Goal, and then he ſaid unto us, that if be might have hi 
will, he would hang us all on the morrom; and he had ſaid before, he might 


d what he would unto us; for we ſhould have no benefit of the Lam, ' neither 
durſt any Layer plegd for us. Then were them eight kept intharGoal,and 
we three in the Dungeon under them, where I and ſome others have been, 
kept in this Dungeon and Priſon, with our own dung in the ſame Room, 
from time to time for this fourteen weeks. 28. 

And as for the Pri ſon or Hole where we are kept, it is not x2. foot ſquare 
and one Goal-hole belonging to, four inches wide, where we take in our 
food, and ſtraw to lye upen, and we are forced to burn candle every day 
when we have it, by reaſon the Priſon is ſo dark and ſo cloſe, and fo many 
in ſo little room, and ſo little air, wich the ſtinck of our own dung, all 
which might have occaſione d the dearh of ſome of us ere this time; and 
one they ke pt with me in the dungeon untill he was fick, and after 4 

| 1 


ed hit out in che night; and ſome others have not been well, by reaſon 
. ofthe exceeding clol neſs of the priſon, whereby ſometimis che ſtinck of 
he Priſon hark been ſo ſtrong inthe ſtreets, that people could not endure 
ro ſtand by it. Sometimes when the dayes were hot, the breath of ſome 
| pfiloners was almoſt Ropped, and lay for ſeverall dayes like men afleep: 
and when the dayes are at the coldeſt, we have not room nor place ei- 
cher to make fire, or to walk to keep our bodies warmʒ yet there is a large 
. priſon over our heads, - where they do ſomerime priſon many of our 
Frzends;bur that large priſon they wil not ler us be in, neither could we, 
nor friends for us, prevail to have liberty ro walk in that prifon ſome- 
times by day, and to come down into the other priſon by night. 
Therefore let all people take notice, whoſe hearts is tender towards 
the Lord, how we ate not only deprived of oux ward liberty, without the 
breach of any Law, but are alſo kept in a moſt barbarous condition, 
worſe then thieves and murtherert, as the Goaler hach ſa id, that if we had 
leeen in for theft or murther, be could have let us have more liberty then now he 
| * becauſe of the Mayor. | 
One day two Countrey-men were paſſing by the priſan with their 
Teams, which men came and inquired What we were in priſon for, and 
the Goaler being by, inticed theni in to us, and then he locked rhe door 
again, and went his way; ſe the men were conſtrained by reaſon of their 
Teams, to ſend ſeveral meſſengers with intreating words to the Goaler, 
to come again; and chen they were forced to agree wich him for to let 
them rer money, the which they preſently paid. Another time one 
of the Town came to ſee us, when the Goaler was there and the doors o- 
pen, and the Goaler locked the door, and kept him in that day from his 
labor, and the night: & his wife, uor her friends could not prevail with the 
Mayo; nor the Goaler, to let him out without money. 
James Niall, whe had been a ſoldier many years, and ſerved an Ap- 
rentiſh ip in che Town, and a Free · Man thereof, and have born feveral 


Offices, being a -keeper, having for feven yeats kept a ſtanding in 


the Market place, untill fince he was a priſonex for wirneſling the Trath, 
yet the Mayor, Edward Young, forbad his Wife to ſtand in the Marker 
place, which for ſo many years he had done, neither would he let her 
ſtand that ime where he was wont to do, nor in any part of the Market 
place: Then ſne went to Him about it, and unte he ſaid ſhe ſhould have a 
ſtanding for to open in the Market; but after he began to ſpeak ſubtle lyto 
ker, ſaying, I hear that your husband doth abuſe you. She anſwered, My 
HuShand did never abuſe me; but as {or that judgement which he nom holdeth, 
#nce I could uot ownit; but now ſeeing it is fo nuch perfecuted, mahes me own 
xt; becauſethe way of God was alwayes | perſecuted. And when the Mayor 
heard that, and ſaw he could have no occaſion againſt her husband by 
her words, then he ſaid, ſh: ſhould not have a ſtanding place for fur Pounds. 
Alſo two of Lames Malls Chap-men came to him, with whom he had 
dealed much, and their accounts was large, and ſome money he owed 
wemz who wenrto the Mayor, and proffered him whar Bayle he would 


deſire 
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defire for him, te come ferth one day to perfect his neconjuts; Dae they 
could nor prevail with him; but the Meyor faid to them, that if they would 
have a want to ſtixe on bi goods, they ſhould; but the men ſaid, they had 
no reaſon ſo to do; for the Mayer he ſecks to ruinate not only him, bur all 
the other alſo. Upon that day we eame before the late Myers 
George Kemp, 1 ſaid, I own Magiſtrates that are for the pnifhing of evil do- 
ers, and the praiſe of them that de well. He anſwered, You will find none 
ſach in England: ( And I am ſure I Snd-none ſuch in Eveſham. ) 

upon the 17.day of the 3. month, Margret Newby, and Elizabeth Cour- 
ten, came to this Town, in obedience to the Lord, ho had a Meeting on 
the morrow ( being the Hirſt day) at Edward Pirwayes houſe; and after 
the Meeting was ended, about the fourth hour, in the latter part of the 
day, they came to che priſon to vifitus that were in it; and as chey were 


returning, the Mayor laid violent hands on them himſelf , and ſent for 


Officers, and cauſed them ro be put in a pair of Stocks in a priſon over 
us, which Stocks are worſe then ordinary, made for hands and feet to be 
put in; and when the Conſtable had put them in thoſe Stocks, the Mayer 
went up to the ptiſon to ſee if they were put in bad enoughʒ and the Con- 
ſtable had put them in one near to another, and the Mayor cauſed the 
Stocks to be opened, and removed them one as far from another, as 
might be one at the one end of the Stocks, and the other at the other; 
— the holes that are for the hands, the ir hands were tos little; and he 
made them put in their legs near a yard one from another; and the wo- 
men deſired a block for to ſit on, it being a great diſtance from the place 
where they were to fir, and the places in which their legs were put; and 
the Mayor bid the Conſtable feteh a block, and thruſt it between their legs, 
and ſaid they ſhould not have them between cheir legs which they would 
have; and other uncivill words he uſed, and locked che door, and went 
his way, and would not ſuffer any to go to them to carry any cloarhs, or 

any ching for them to fit on, in a moſt barharous and cruel manner, for 
che ſpace of fifteen hours; and after they had been in all that time, be 
preſently (after he had cauſed them to be taken out) ſent tkem our of 
the town a back way, without ſuffering them to go to any place to refreſh 

themſelves it being a freezing night. And the ſauuie firſt day at evening, 
he cauſed a friend that came to the priſon-hole, who came to the Town 

the day before, him he cauſed to be fer in the Common- Stocks, not 
ſhewing him any reaſon why they did it; and after he had been in the 

Stocks all that freezing night in che ſtreet, then the Mayor ſent him out 
of the rown by the Goaler, and when che Goaler had left him, he retur- 

ned to the Town again along rhe road way, it being the Market-day, ard 

eame to the priſon to us, and then went to the Mayor to know what of- 

fence he had to charge him with, that he thus puniſhed him; but the 


Mayor having nothing to accuſe him of, was wrath,, and ſear him to the 
Stocks again, where both his feet were put in. 


Then they ſenc for Robert V ens, who did go along with that friend out 


efthe Town that had been in the Stocks all night, and _ 
Robert 
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Robert Vens came before em called Julices, Samuel Gardiner, and Ro- 


bert Martin, the one of them ſaid, What ſhall we do with this fellow? 
The other anſwered, Put him in che Goal and hang him; but at laſt they 
ſeat him to the ſtocks, and he knows no reaſon why they did it, but for 
ing wich che other friend out of the town; and when he had been in 
ſocks firc hours, then they ſent for him to ſee what the Goaler had 

to charge him with for any words that he might ſpeak when hee went 
with the other friend; ſo when they had puniſhed him, they went to in- 
quire what fault he had done. p | 
Some of the Inhabitants of the rown intended to ſend two men to the 
Protector, (when rhis perſecution begun in Eveſham, and the corruption 
of the Magiſtrates did ſo plainly appear) to let him know what corrupt 
men were in authority in this rown, and they writ ſomething to that ef- 
fe& to ſend by them; the which writing was ſubſcribed about fifty hands 
to it; but I ſaid unto them, that they might put themſelves to much 
trouble, and yet not ſpeak with the PreteQor ; therefore if they would 
not otherwiſe be ſatisfied, they might put ſome four hands to it, and ſend 
it to print, and then I ſhould endeavour to have it ſent to the Protector, 
chat he might be leit without excuſe , fo they ſent it to print with 20 


\ 


hands to it, which was titled, 4 Repreſentation of the Government of Eve- 
ſham, from many of the Inhabitants thercof, directed unto the Protector O. C. 


And at the Seſſions many of them were fined, and ſome were both fi- 
ned and impriſoned ever ſince in the Proteftors name, tor declaring to 
the Protector che corruption ot thoſe that are put in authority under the 
Protector, who act contrary to the Protectors Laws againſt thoſe that 
have been faithful ſouidicrs both for the Parliament and the Protector, 
and there is not any friend at any time, that can by any mcans fince the 
Seſſions, procure by any means, or buy for money, a copy of our indict- 
ments. 

And let all people take notice, That all chat is printed in the firſt „ ſe- 
cond, and this third book, is all bur a ſhort declaration to what might be 
printed of the perſecution of Prieſts, Magiſtrates, and People of this 
Town of Eveſham, againſt the Saint 

From the Dungeon in Eveſham by him that is known to the 
3 world bythe name of Humphrey Smitn. 
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Ou chat be Magiſtrates, which do caſt Chriſt into priſon, and wil! 
Ya viſit him when you have done, nor ſuffer his friends & brethren 
to vifit him in priſon, and there you keep him in priſon til he hunger and 
thirſt, & you priſon him as a vagabond , who hath no place to lay his 
head, fick and in priſon, and you viſit him not; but the corner- ſtone is 


ſer up, and the rock of ages manifeſt, and him who bears the Government 


upon his ſhoulders, whoſe K ingdome is without end, & Dominion which 
bath no end, which is an cycrlaſting Dominion, which Dominion is over 


all 


— 
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all Dominions, whoſe Scepter is Righteouſneſs , whoſe Law Royall 
ſtands over all, anſwereth that of God in all, and reſpects no mans per- 
ſon, but is holy, juſt and righteous, perfect and good, whole Prieſthood 
is royal everlaſting, that never changeth, who Iighreth every man that 
cometh into the world, that men might believe and ſee the way out of 
the World, Chriſt, the Light, the Way, the Truth, who is the Covenant 
of Light, of Peace, and of Lite: Was not Chriſt crucified in Sodom and 
Gomor ah ſpiritually? and are not they Sodomires that impriſon him? and 
are not the Sodomites them that live in fulnels of bread, and idleneſs, 
and the filthy converſation, which the Righteous Soul grieves and vexeth, 
which Chriſt is Shepheard of, and rhe Biſhop, who is a VVitneſs in all con- 
ſciences, whicb witueßeth againſt the =_ which war agninft the Soul: Was 
nat all the profeſſion of Chriſt before he was maxifeſted in the fleſh 5 and 
when he was manifeſt in the flesh, hypocriſy among them that profeſs lim 
in words, and did not believe in him who was the Light, but caſt him into 
priſon, and he was ſich, and they viſited bim not, and was bungry „ and they 
fed him not, and be was naked,and they cloathed him not; ſuch as neither 
knew his voice, nor the Prophets that ſhew'd the coming of him? And is 
not all the prefeſ ion of Chriſt now hypocr;ſie among them that profeſs him 
in words, and do not believe in him who is the Light, that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world; but caſt him into priſons, and holes, aud dungeons, 
and be is ſick, and you viſit him not, and hungry, and you feed him not, and 
thirſty, and you give him no drink, and naked and you cloath him not, but into 
priſon caftbim as a vagabond, whe hath no place to lay his head; The Foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the ur have neſts, but the ſon of man bath no place 
to lay his head; Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. Therfore a- 
wake ye Rulers, and fear the Lord God, and hear the voyce of the Sox of God, 
that you may live; for now is Chriſt come to reign , the ſame as ever 
was, whom into priſon you do caſt, and with your wills would not 
ſuffer him to raign; but Chriſt willraign, who is not born by the will of 
man, who is King and Ruler, and new raigns in his Kingdom. and Do- 
minion, which is without end, and in his power and in his fulneſs, who 
filleth all chings, and thouſands of his fulneſs have receiv*d , and of his 
power, (as many as have receivei him) to become the Sons of God. 


THE END. | 
— 


* —— — 
4 — 


LONDON, Printed in the reer, 1656. 


